ROYAL SOCIETY PENSIONERS' ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting 2008
MIh[UTES
At the 22nd Annual General Meeting of the RSPA held at the Royal Society on Monday l2May
2008:

Present: George Hemmen - Chairman
Christine Johnson (Joint Events Secretary)
@fD)
Jeannie Lamb
Bulsara
Choong-kar Chan
EricaLazarus (Joint Events Secretary)
Frances Chetham
Len Mole (Pensions Trustee)
Maurice Oak
Vera Cockle
Brenda de Vere-Lewis (Hon. Secretary) Nigel Parfitt (Hon. Treasurer)
Sandra Goodall
Keith Root
Gillian Hammill
Nadia Slow
Peter Warren
Marjorie Harris
Jackie Witchalls
Joan Hurrell (Committee Member)
Chris Argent (Editor

Ratti

Unable to attend: 52 members.
The Chairman opened the meeting and extended a particular welcome to Keith Root who was
attending his first RSPA AGM

1.

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2007 were confirmed.

2.

Hon. Secretala's Report
The Hon. Secretary reported that the cunent membership of the Association was 73. There
had been three new members during the year, viz. Chris Alexander and Ann Hicks, both of
whom had recently retired, and Laura Murphy who had left the Society after eighteen years
service. Invitations had also been sent to David Boak, Gillian Jackson and Susan Moss
who had retired during the year from the Society and to deferred pensioners Ulla Keddle
and David Sturt, but none had joined.
Jenny Hutchinson had died on 11 August 2007 and the Hon. Secretary, Erica Lazarus,
Jenny Shanahan, Nadia Slow, and Tania Prigorowsky had represented the RSPA at her
firneral. A letter of condolence had been sent to her daughter, Christine Ball.

'

Flowers had been sent to mark the 80th birthdays of Corinne Wakefield (7 November),
Gillian Hammill (21 November), and Mary Forham (25 January). All had sent
appreciative letters. Flowers had also been sent to Nancy Tupholme, to mark her 95th
birthday on 23 May 2007, and she too had written.
The Hon. Secretary concluded her report by giving news of Gladys Dance, Margaret Eml,
Don Harlow, Ursula Tokle and Nancy Tupholme. Peter Warren recorded a vote of thanks
to the Hon. Secretary, for maintaining contact with members.

3.

Hon. Treasurer's Report
The Hon. Treasurer presented the income and expenditure account for 2007108, and said

that the auditor, David Sturt, had not made any changes to the unaudited accounts already
received by members . f663.7 5 had been carried forward to 2A0812009 . The Association
would this year benefit from the Royal Society's matching of the increased subscription
rate giving an income of about f 1100. He estimated that expenditure in 2008/09 was
likely to be about f800 and this being so there might be a balance at the end ofthe year of
about f 1000. There was general agreement that it would be prudent to maintain a balance
equivalent of approximately one year's expenditure. The Hon. Treasurer said he hoped
that David Sturt would continue to audit the Association's accounts.
The Chairman thanked the Hon. Treasurer for his efforts over the year.
4.

Pensions Trustee's Report
The Pensions Trustee said he had nothing to add to the report which had appeared in
Beyond the Terrace (BTT) No. 4, March,2008 and emphasized that Charlotte Moore was
the person to contact at Barnett Waddingham regarding pension queries.

5.

Beyond the Tenace
The Editor reported that there had been three issues of BTT dunngthe year and that he had
tabled No. 42, the first issue for 2008/09. The Chairman commented on the usefulness of
BTT andthanked the Editor for his efforts. The Editor said that he planned the next issue
for September and would welcome copy by August. Len Mole said he planned to prepare
an article on travel insurance, and it was suggested that anyone who had tips to offer in this
respect should contact Len.

In connection with the book of obituaries which the Editor was assembling, the Editor said
he had still not obtained a photograph ofJock Graddon.
6.

Joint Events Secretaries Report
Christine Johnson, Joint Events Secretary, reported on events as follows:
20 members had visited No 10 Downing Street

5 October 2007

-

11 December
Society

28 members and guests had attended a special Christmas lunch at the Royal

3

-

April 2008 - 29 members and guests had visited Steinways Restoration Centre

Christine said that the next outing would be to the London Wetlands Centre in Bames on 12
September and that the Christmas Lunch had been booked

for

11 December.

During discussion about future outings, the following were suggested: Bell Foundry at
Whitechapel, Charterhouse, Bletchley Park, Manders Organ Builders, Natural History
Museum Library, Handel Museum, behind the scenes at Kew Gardens. In respect of the
last suggestion, Peter Warren said that he had contacts at Kew Gardens, but he would need
to know in more detail the areas of interest to be covered by a possible visit.
7.

Elections
Noted that the Chairman had completed his final year in offrce. Approval was given to
the RSPA Committee's recommendation that Peter Warren be elected as Chairman. Peter
Warren signified his acceptance. The outgoing Chairman reported that the Honorary
Treasurer had completed his three year term of offrce, but was eligible for re-election
annually for two further years. The Secretary proposed that Nigel Parfitt be elected as

Honorary Treasurer for 2008-2009, andthe Chairman seconded
signifi ed their approval.
8.

this.

Those present

Criteria for Membership of the RSPA
The Chairman said that the RSPA Committee had been considering potential problems
arising from the current criteria for membership of the RSPA. He said that when the
Association had been formed it had been intended for retired members of staffas a way of
keeping in touch and organizing some outings. Over the years, the criteria had been
widened to make provision for deferred pensioners and other staffwith five years of service
or more. At the AGM in 2001 , it had been reported that there were in fact 158 deferred
pensioners (minute 4, paragraph 2, of 14 May 20A7 referred). The Chairman said that it
was impossible for the Secretary to keep track of all these with a view to inviting
membership of the Association and that there was no means of knowing if such persons
subsequently transferred their pension entitlements elsewhere. Furthermore, most of the
158 deferred pensioners had only served a short time and had little interest in maintaining
links with other former RS staffthrough an association of retired staff. Also the Royal
Society itself might question the extent of eligibitity.
The Chairman said that the RSPA Committee had considered these issues and had agreed
that some changes in the criteria for membership were desirable and that any changes
should not be applied to existing members. After considerable discussion of proposed new
criteria, the AGM agreed that the following wording would be appropriate for a new rule
regarding membership:
Membership shall be open to all retired staffof the Society and also to otherformer
staffmembers who at the time of leaving the Society were over 50 years of age.

It was agreed that all present members should be informed of proposed rule changes before
they were adopted. As changes could only be made at an AGM, this matter should be on
the agenda for the 2009 AGM; meanwhile, all members of the Association are invited to
send in their views.
The Chairman also referred to an issue relating to pension quotations raised by a deferred
pensioner and said that the Association was not in a position to deal with such matters.
9.

350th Anniversary of the Royal Society
Peter Collins, Senior Corporate Management joined the meeting to provide a r6sumd of the
Society's 350th anniversary plans in 2010. Dr Collins said that the Society had f,rve
strategic priorities which were to:

o
o
r
o
o

lnvest in future scientific leaders and in innovation
Influence policymaking with the best scientific advice
Invigorate science and mathematics education
Increase access to best science internationally
Inspire interest in the joy, wonder and excitement of scientific discovery

The Society hoped to raise 0100 million to achieve the objectives set out in the above
priorities. To this end the Australian, Theo Murphy, had already left the Society a
substantial sum.

Dr Collins then outlined the ways whereby the Society hoped to celebrate its anniversary
year and which would include:

.

July 2010 an expanded version of the Society's annual Summer Science Exhibition
J

would be held at the South Bank Centre

.

Special publications including one which will explore the Society's history and
how science has shaped and continues to shape society

.

Issue of special stamps by Royal Mail

e

A commitment by the BBC to make 2010 aYear of Science

Dr Collirs said that the Society was looking seriously at buying a cormtry house which
would be used as a conference venue, and the possibility of an event involving Royal
Fellows was also being explored.
Chris Argent suggested that the Society might wish to show how science is portrayed
in paintings, and Jeannie Lamb reminded Dr Collins that there were some members of the
RSPA who had in fact been involved in the Society's 300th anniversary celebrations in
1960. Dr Collins said he would welcome information about these.
The Chairman asked how the Fellowship was currently being informed of developments.
Dr Collins said that there was no newsletter at present, but that there was considerable
information on the Society's website. As not all RSPA members had internet access Dr
Collins agreed to arrange for Dominic Reid to prepare an article for BTT.
10.

News of Members
The Secretary said that various members had sent in items of news, and ttrat she would was
passing these to the editor of BTT.

11.

RS Human Resources Office
The Secretary said that Anne Wingrove had just taken over as interim Human Resources
Manager, and that she was unable to come and talk to members.

12.

Any other business

a.

Payment of Pensions - Choong-kar Chan, a deferred pensioner, queried the current
policy regarding the payment of Royal Society pensions. The Pensions Trustee
confirmed that annuities had now ceased with retirees being paid directly from the
Pension Fund.

b.
13.

Presentation to outgoing Chairman

- The Secretary made a small presentation to
George Hemmen, outgoing Chairman, thanking him on behalf of all present for his
work for the Association.

Date of Next AGM

It was agreed to hold the next AGM at the Royal Society, on Monday, 18 May 2009 at
2 p.m., to be preceded by lunch.
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