ROYAL SOCIETY PENSIONERS' ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting 2001
MIh{UTES

At the fifteenth Annual General Meeting of the RSPA held at the Royal Society on
Monday 14 May 2001:

Present:

David Griffin (Chairman)

Chris Argent (Etlirot', BTT)
Ratti Bulsara
Alan Clark
Vera Cockle (I:lon. Treasurer)
Gladys Dance
Brenda de Vere-Lewrs (Hon.

Seuetary)
John Deverill
Sheila Edwards
Terry Garrett
Don Harlow

Marjorie Harris
George Hemmen
JennY Hutchinson
Jennifer Malcolm
Len Mole
Maurice Oak (Conmiltee
Member)
Norman Robinson
Nadia Slow
NancY TuPholme
Peter Warren

Unable to attend: 51 members

1.

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 May 2000 were confirmed and signed.

2.

Secretary's Report

The Secretary reported that Gina Morgan, a deferred pensioner, had joined the
join
RSpA that Dana Chapman, recently retired from the Society, was hoping to

and that Sheila Derrick, another deferred pensioner, had expressed an interest in
membership. Beata Seymour did not intend to continue as a member, and
subscriptions from some members were still outstanding and these would now be
chased. With regret, the death of Jim Scammell on 72 March was noted.
Notification of this had come too late for RSPA representation at the funeral, but it
was understood that a floral tribute on behalf of both the Royal Society and
pensioners had been sent. Book tokens and cards had been sent to Don Harlow and

Allan Houghton on rhe occasion of their 80'r' birthdays on 22 lanuary and 27 April
respectively and flowers had been sent to EricaLazarus following a recent accident.

There were continuing communication problems between the Royal Society and
RSPA members, but every effort was being rnade to alleviate these. Agreement
had now been given by members for certain personal details, such as addresses,
currently held on the RSPA database, to be passed to the Royal Society and it was
hoped that this would be of assistance to the Human Resources department.

With reference to publications, such as RS News, which some members received, it
was agreed to enquire of all members what publications they wished to continue to
have.
J.

Treasurer's Report
The Treasurer reported that the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2001 had
now been audited by Nigel Parfitt and that the final balance was L9-6$,)1 417 17
With reference to the rather large miscellaneous itejm, the Treasurer said th'at this
related in part to costs associated with the Christmas lunch and trip to Lambeth
Palace, and that in future such items would be listed separately.
The Chairman brought to members' attention changes which the Executive
Secretary now wished to make regarding the Royal Society's funding of RSPA
activities. As of 1 January the Royal Society would no longer offer to cover the
cost of three RSPA lunches each year, but it was proposed that the RSPA should be
funded along similar lines to that to the Royal Society StaffAssociation
(RSSA), i.e. the Royal Society would match the RSPA subscription f,l for f,l. It
was not known, however, if the Society would continue to cover costs such as
photocopying and room charges. He and the Secretary were to see the Executive
Secretary later in the day when these matters would be raised. If these items were
covered, however, the Chairman asked if members would wish the Royal Society
contribution to be largely devoted to covering the cost of RSPA lunches. It was
suggested that the Editor of BTT might include a questionnaire in the next issue to
ascertain members' wishes in this respect.

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer and Honorary Auditor for their work.
Pensions Trusteeos Report

David Griffin, Pensions Trustee, paid tribute to the work of his predecessor Richard
Theobald who as a former Finance Officer at the Chemical Society, had been well
piaced to act as a Trustee for the RS Pension Fund..
David said that little of significance to current or deferred pensioners had been
discussed at the two Trustees' Meetings which he had attended. Any RSPA
member with a pension query should initially contact Aaron Obelley, Pension Fund
Administrator at the Society. All queries were required to be logged with the date
of reply shown. Simple queries would usually be answered within one or two days,
but answers to matters that needed referral to Clerical Medical could take up to

\--

three weeks.

The most up to date version of the Society's Pensions book was available to current
RS staffon the World Wide Web (WWW) via the Intranet, but RSPA pensioners
continued to be covered by the terms of the scheme as it applied at the time of
retirement.

David said that there was currently a vacancy for another Trustee and this could be
filled by someone not necessarily connected with the Royal Society.

It was

agreed that the Chairman should send a warm letter of thanks to Richard

Theobald.

5

Beyond the Terrace
Chris Argent, Editor of Beyond the Terrace said that the next issue of BTT would
appear in either August or September and he would welcome contributions by midJuly. Regarding a possible obituary for Jim Scammell, it was suggested that Henry
Varley might be consulted. Alan Clark said that he would be happy to write a
tribute to John Maclennan, a former staff member known to many within the
RSPA, and who had also recently died. The Editor said that from time to time
tributes had been prepared for deceased Fellows of the Royal Society and that he
was hoping to include something on Sir Kingsley Dunham, a former Foreign
Secretary. Input for this would be welcomed. It was also suggested that BTT
might include staffnames and email addresses of relevant Royal Society staff
members.

Joint Events Secretaries Report
Unfortunately neither EricaLazarus nor Christine Johnson, Joint Events Secretaries,
were able to attend the AGM, but David referred to a report which he been emailed
to him by Christine and in which she reported on the success of visits to Lambeth
Palace, the Gilbert Collection, housed at Somerset House, and most recently the trip
to the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Peter Warren, who had initiated this visit, said
he would write a warm letter of thanks to Peter Crane, Director of Kew.
Eiections
Marjorie Harris was elected as a Committee Member in place of Maurice Oak who
had completed his two year term, and David Griffin was elected for a fifth and final
year as Chairman. The Chairman thanked Maurice for his sen'ices to the
Committee.

8.

News of Members
The Secretary said that items of news which been received from members would
appear in the next issue of BTT.

9.

News from the RS

The Secretary said that although invited, neither Karen O'Connell, Human
Resources Manager, nor Sarah Teather, Chairman of the Royal Society Staff
Association, were able to be present on this occasion.

10

Date of Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next AGM would be held on Monday,
at the Royal Society, to be preceded by lunch.

AGM Min.01. BdeW
10 June 2001
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May 2002 at2 pm

