THE ROYAL SOCIETY PENSIONERS! ASSOCIATION

Minutes
of the eighth Annual General- Meeting hel-d on 16 May L994
at 2.O0 p.m. in the rooms of the Royal Society

*Mr N.H. Robtnson
Present'
*Mr C.R. Argent
$*Mrs M. Blackman
Mrs F. Chetham
Mr A. Clark
Miss V. Cockl-e
Mrs G. Dance
Miss J. Davis
Mr W.G. Evans
Mrs C. Foreman
Mrs B. Graddon
*Mr D.J.H. Griffin
Mr D.W. Harlow

(

chairman

)

Mrs J. Hutchi-nson
*Dr R.W.J. Keay
*Mrs J.R. Lamb
Mrs J. Malcolm
Lady Martj-n

Miss N.P. Morris
Mrs B. Parsons
*Mrs C. J. Pulford
Mrs J. Shanahan
+*Miss N. Slow
Mr P. Wigley

Mi-ss S.J. Orton (Personnel Officer)

and Miss R. Cooper (Secretary
of the Staff Association) attended for items l-6 and l3 respectively.
Apologies for absence:

Mr J.H. Boreham
Mr J. J. P. Deveri-l-1
Miss I. Drake
Mrs M. EarlMr W.J.G. Forman
Mr G. Fortnam
Mrs M. Fortnam
Miss V.c. Hammil-l
Mr G.E. Hemmen
Mrs A.D. Hifliker
* committee member

+ retired

Mr A. Houghton
Mrs E. Lazarus
Mr N.A.W. Le Grand
Mrs A. Machin
Miss J. Morris
Miss T.A. Prigorowsky
Mr R. c. Theoba]d
Mrs U.M.A. Tokle
Mr L.P. Townsend
Mrs J. Witchal-l-s
I994

# elected I994

The Chairman welcomed new members Mr A.Clark, Mrs J. Malcolm and
Mrs J. Shanahan. The total number of members was now 45.

l. llinutes
The minutes of the meeting hefd on 17 May 1993 were accepted
s igned.
2.

and

Treasurer's report and accounts
The audited income and expenditure account and Welfare Fund account
for the year ended 31 Maarch 1994 were laid round the table.
The
Treasurer reported that less had been spent than in the previous
year.
Interest on the sum deposited with the building society was
now being earned at 2.72 but in view of the smal-l amount on deposit
the Committee had agreed that it would not be worth rnvesting it elsewhere. No increase in the current annual subscription of 15 was
proposed.

)

Royal Society Fund for pensioners
Miss S.J. Orton reported that in f919 a Trust Fund was set up, the
purpose of which was 'to pay pensions to the servants of the Society'
The sum involved had been used to pay some pensions, and the resj_due

.

-2

had up to the present been paid into the Society's General Purposes
account.
It had now been agreed by the Society's Treasurer that
from ApriI 1994 this money wou1d be held available for special
assistance to pensioners, the unspent balance being all-owed to
accumulate. Mr l{. Parfitt would be writing to the Chairman with
guidelines for the allocation of the fund.
It was anticipated that
the RSPA Committee would consider applications for grants and make
recommendations to the Royal Soci-ety.

Auditor
Miss J. Davis agreed to continue as auditor of the Association's
accounts for the coming year.
tr

Publications
Miss S.J. Orton said that a number of members had written to her
requesting various of the Royal Society's publications which were
available to pensioners.
. Christmas Lunch
Miss S.J. Orton reported that the ),994 staff Christmas lunch woul-d
be held on Friday, 16 December.
An invitation to pensioners would
be sent later.

7

. Officers and Committ.ee
Miss N. Slow's 3-year term as Hon.Secretary was completed at the
meeting and the Committee's proposal of Mr D.J.H. Griffln for the
vacancy was accepted.
The Chairman expressed the Assocj-atj-on's
warmest thanks to Miss Slow for her efforts on its behaff, especially
in keeping in touch with members and taking a personal interest in
their welfare.
The proposal of Mrs M. Blackman to fill
the
resulting vacancy on the Committee was accepted.
Miss N.P. Morris proposed that Mrs J.R. Lamb should be appointed
'Events Secretaryr to coordinate arrangements for outings.
This
proposal was seconded by Mrs B. Graddon and accepted. Mrs Lamb
would thus become an ex officio member of the Committee.

o

Rules
The amended rules for the Association agreed by the Committee had
been circul-ated and further amendments were discussed and additions
agreed to take account of changes to membership, the Travel and
Welfare Fund and the new money availabfe from the Society's private
Penslon Fund. The new rules as approved at the meeting would appear
in the next issue of Beyond the Terrace.

Travel- and Welfare Fund
The Hon. Treasurer reported on discussj-ons she had had with the
Society's Personnel Officer.
In view of experience in allocation
of the e200 available in each year from t.he Society, it had been
agreed that a more relaxed attitude coul-d be adopted in eligibilit.y
for a grant for t.ravel to the Society's three designated functions
(RSPA AGM, Anniversary Reception and christmas Lunch).
The Hon.
Treasurer pointed out that the money available in this Fund could
be used towards the travel costs incurred by any member visiting an
ailing colleague.

l0

Pensions
The Chairman said that he wished to assure members that Lhe Committee
f::A

hrYt

-3was keeping an eye on the pension situat.ion and approached
Mr N. Parfitt whenever problems arose.

Dr R.W.J. Keay, the Pensioners' Trustee, reported on various matter
arising.
The audited accounts of the Pension Fund for the year
ended 31 December 199f had been circul-ated to the committee.
Dr Keay said that he had seen a review of the Cleri-cal and Medical
managed fund 1 January 1993-1 January l-994 which dealt with the
pension and life assurance plan of the Royal Society and showed an
j-ncrease in the value of invested funds; the Treasurer pointed out
that the sums required for exlsting pensioners had already been
allocated and djd not feature in these figures, except for provrsion
for extra-ordinary increases that might be approved. The pension
Fund booklet was stil-l awaited, the version which had been issued to
staff having had to be revised.
Dr Keay offered to write to the
Royal Soci-ety Treasurer reguesting copies of the revised booklet. for
Anyone with problems on his or her
-pensioners as soon as possibte.
ension was advised to get in touch with Miss Shirley Latt.y at the
Royal Society.
10. Newsletter
Beyond the Terrace No.5 wasl-aid round the table, and the Chairman
expressed t.he Association's gratitude to Mr C.R. Argent for another
excellent issue.
Mr Griffin drew particular attention to the very
interesting article provided by Mr N. Le Grand and urged other
members to contribute their reminiscences.
l1

Activities
The Chairman said that although it had been agreed earlier that the
initial
costs of outings woufd be paid from the Assoc-iation,s general
funds, the Committee proposed that, as the init.ial advertising of
events was now made in the Newsl-etterr participants would be asked
to bear the full cost of the outings and this was agreed. Notes
for the guidance of organi zers of events had been piepared by
Ars J.R. Lamb and would be provided to those involved.
The Hon.Secretary reported that since the last meeting the following
had taken place:
(i) Visit to Miss N.P. Morris (Mrs Tupholme) at Farnham and
to Farnham Castle - 13 July f993
( ii ) Visit
to Royal Hospital Chelsea and Army Museum
- 5 October 1993 - arranged by Mrs J.R. Lamb
( iri ) Lunch at Royal society and visit
to see , Crazy for you, at
the Prince Edward Theatre - l0 February I9g4
Ivliss T.A. prigorowsky
(iv) visit to coutts Bank - 10 April rgg4 - Mrs J.R. Lamb
and t.he following had.been arranged:
(a) Durbar Court, old rndia office - Thursday, 29 september
1,994 - Mrs J.R. Lamb
From suggestions made by the Committee for further

visits the
following were selected, a1l to be arranged by Mrs J.R. Lamb:
(b) Honourable Company of Master Mariners
( c ) Roya] College of Music
(d) Viellcome Foundation, Euston Road
Y"rt'/#/t

-4L2. News of Pensioners
The Chai rman reported that flowers had been sent from the Association
to Mr N. Le Grand, Mr J . H. Boreham and Miss J . Ivlorris, all of v,rhom
had been ill during the past few months.
News of absent colfeagues compiled from the AGM answer forms returned
to her was given by the Hon.Secretary, and would be the basis of
notes to appear in the next issue of the Newsletter.
The Chairman mentioned the possibility that the Association could
incl-ude those ex-menrbers of the staff who had completed ten or more
years service at the RoyaI Society and who had contributions remainIt was agreed that these should be approing in the pension fund.
ached to see if they wished to join the RSPA, it being understood
^ that until their pension became payable they would not be
invited by the Society to its Christmas lunch or Anniversary reception
and would not be eligible for the three free lunches offered by the
Society each year to ful1 pensioners in the RSPA.

13. Staff Association
Miss R. Cooper, Secretary of the Staff Association reported that
Officers and Committee of the Staff Association were: Mick Power
(chairman), Sheila Derrick (Treasurer), and Tina Havi11, RachelAston, Tony Leaney, Sandra Cumming and Clive George. Association
memi:ership of the Staff Association was available Lo members of the
RSPA and they had been invited to the talk given by Mr A. Clark
On the Terrace
'333.3 years of the Royal Society' on t0 May L994temporarily.
production,
at
least
had ceased
l4

Date of Next Ivleeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at 2.00 p.m.
Monday , 15 tlay 19 9 5 .
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